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Political relevance of Arctic research in non-Arctic nations
13 non-Arctic states as 
“Arctic Council Observers”



Political relevance of Arctic research in non-Arctic nations
15 non-Arctic states
as IASC members (23)

1. Austria
2. China
3. Czech Republic
4. France
5. Germany
6. India
7. Italy
8. Japan
9. The Netherlands
10. Poland
11. Portugal
12. Republic of Korea
13. Spain
14. Switzerland
15. United Kingdom

https://iasc.info/iasc/about-iasc



Political relevance of Arctic research in non-Arctic nations

1. Australia* 
2. Austria
3. Belgium
4. China
5. Czech Republic* 
6. France
7. Germany 
8. India*
9. Italy
10.Japan, 
11.Republic of Korea, 

12.The Netherlands, 
13.New Zealand*
14.Poland, 
15.Portugal, 
16.Singapore, 
17.Spain, 
18.Switzerland
19.UK 

* - not signed Joint 
Statement in 2018

19 non-Arctic states
at Arctic Science Ministerials



Political relevance of Arctic research in non-Arctic nations

GLOBAL ARCTIC ➔
all non-Arctic actors as 
“Arctic stakeholders”?

h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.a

rc
ti

cc
ir

cl
e.

o
rg

/



Political relevance of Arctic research in non-Arctic nations

http://www.arcticcircle.org/



Science and politics
are/should be 
disconnected

Sciency policy, 
R&D policy &

science diplomacy

Science is Politics 
by Other Means. 

B. Latour

Political relevance of Arctic research in non-Arctic nations



Non-Arctic Arctic research



Non-Arctic Arctic research



What interests, 
what engagement 

of non-Arctic nations
in the Arctic?

Arctic

Tradition of 
exploration

Svalbard 
Treaty

Strategic 
importance

Research –
„states treat 
the Arctic as 

a kind of 
“laboratory.”

Enviromental
protection

Maritime
interests in 

shipping



Oran R. Young in: Kraska, 2011

• (…) non-Arctic players are expressing a growing interest in Arctic affairs through 

initiatives ranging from high-profile research programs to the development of explicit 

Arctic policies. 

• Naturally, these initiatives are couched in diplomatic language emphasizing the 

importance of sustainable development, the welfare of the Arctic’s indigenous

peoples, and, more generally, the pursuit of good governance in the Arctic.

• However, this cannot conceal the fact that the non-Arctic states are motivated to a 

considerable degree by the attractions of exploiting the Arctic’s natural resources and 

of taking advantage of opportunities for commercial shipping in the region.









Conclusions

1. Political international value of doing Arctic research is recognized by all 

non-Arctic nations, mainly by AC observers.

2. Their scientific input is growing, however, it is not fully transfered into AC 

WG works.

3. Arctic research in political terms are treated instrumentally - as a foreign 

policy tool to achieve non-scientific aims: economic & security interests, 

and strong international position.


